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I CLAIM: 


I . (withdrawn) 

5 2. (amended) A system for selectively moving articles into and out of a 

number of loading areas, said system having mutually transverse longitudinal and lateral axes 
defining longitudinal and lateral direetions, respectively, said system comprising a carriage 
movable along variable longitudinal distances in said longitudinal direction, said carriage 
having full longitudinal movement capability throughout said loading areas and being {JJ 

m 

10 capable of depositing and retrieving an article at any point in said longitudinal direction, said 
system fu rther compr ising a bog ie and car rying said carriage b e ing movab le iitea along » 
continuous range of variable lateral distances in said lateral direction, said variable lateral 
distances being determined by an article having any lateral position along said continuous 
range of lateral distances, wherein said carriage can selectively engage and release the article 

1 3 ai any a^edetermim*t lateral position mthinsauLvtiriablc lateral dist an ces and is capa ble of 
moving. alpng_said lo ngitudinal d i rection from a fi rst position . located on said b ogie allowing 
id _b< >gi e Jo ca rry said carr iage along said lat eral direc tion, and a scco nd position outboard 

o C J?lli J ... bogie and km ait udinally enti rely cl carin a said hom e, said .. carriage bein g 

indeDende ntlv moy gMc aj^ to said bogie. 

3. (original) A system as defined in claim 2, further comprising a 
movable bogie, said bogie being capable of moving said carriage in said lateral direction. 


o 
o 


I 
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4. (original) A system according lo claim 3, wherein said bogie is guided 
by at least one rail along said lateral direction. 

5. (original) A system according to claim 2, wherein at least one of said 
5 carriage and the article is indexed to a predetermined lateral position. 

6. (original) A system according to claim 5 ? wherein said longitudinal 
and lateral axes define a horizontal plane. 

10 7. (original) A system according to claim 6, wherein said longitudinal 

and lateral axes are perpendicular. 

8. (original) A system according to claim 7, further comprising a 
conveyor lor transporting the articles. 


15 


20 


( ). (original) A system according to claim 6. further comprising a 
conveyor for transporting the article, with said conveyor beiny located in a plane vertically 
spaced from said horizontal plane defined by said longitudinal and lateral axes of .said 
system. 

10. (original) A system according to claim 7, wherein said number of 
loading areas define longitudinal dimensions of equal value. 
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1 1. (original) A system according to claim 8, wherein said conveyor is 
parallel to said lateral axis. 

12. (original) A system according to claim U, wherein said conveyor is 
5 elevated relative to said horizontal plane defined by said longitudinal and lateral axes. 

13. (amended) A method for selectively moving articles into and out of a 
number of loading areas with a system having mutually transverse longitudinal and lateral 
axes defining longitudinal and lateral directions, respectively, said system comprising a 

10 carriage and, a b o^ie capable of carrying s aid carri age along said lateral d irection, said 
method comprising the steps of moving said carriage along variable longitudinal distances in 
said longitudinal direction, with said carriage having full longitudinal movement capability 
throughout said loading areas, depositing or retrieving an article at any point is said 
longitudinal direction with said carriage, and moving said bogie to carry said carriage along 
15 variable lateral distances in said lateral direction when said carriage is not moving in said 
longitudinal direction, said variable lateral distances being determined by an article having a 
lateral position, wherein said carriage can selectively engage and release the article at any 
pr e d et erm i n ed lateral positions position wi thin sai d variable lateral d istances atid is c apable 
o f moving along said longitu dinal direction from a first position located on said bogie 
20 allowing said bogi e to c arry said carriage along s aid lateral directio n, and a second position 
outboard ofsaid bogie a nd longitudinally cn ti rely cleariim said bogie . 

14. (cancelled) 

i 

i 
t 
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15. ■ (cancelled) 

16. (withdrawn) 

17. (withdrawn) 

18. (withdrawn) 

19. (withdrawn) 

20. (withdrawn) 
(withdrawn) 
(withdrawn) 
(withdrawn) 


21 

22 
23 


24. (previous amended) A system as defined in claim 2 7 wherein said 
carriage is autonomously movable along variable longitudinal distances in said longitudinal 
direction, whereby .said system is automated. 

15 25. . (previously amended) A system as defined in claim 24 further 

comprising an automated article handling assembly capable of moving the articles towards 
and away from said automated carriage wherein said automated carriage and said automated 
article handling assembly have independent movement capability. 


20 26. (original) A system as defined in claim 25, wherein said automated 

carriage and said automated article handling assembly further have simultaneous movement 


capability. 
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27. (original) A system ;is defined in claim 2, further comprising at least 
one additional carriage similar to the first-named carriage. 

28. (withdrawn) 
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